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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schultheis et al. (US Pat. 5,893,359) in view of Steiner et al. (US Pat. 6,207,934). 

3. Schultheis et al. discloses a built-in cooking appliance 1 (Fig. 1) with a main body 
that includes a casing 1d (Fig. 2) having an opening defined therein at an upper portion 
thereof, a heating source accommodated in the casing (Refer Fig. 1), and a top plate 
unit 2 (Fig. 2) fixed to the casing 1d (Fig. 2) so as to close the opening in the casing, the 
main body being adapted to be inserted into an opening 4a (Fig. 1) defined in a kitchen 
counter 4 (Fig. 1 ), on which a lower surface of the top plate unit 2 (Fig. 1 ) is placed, the 
top plate unit comprising: a top plate 2 (Fig. 2) on which an object to be heated is 
placed; an underframe 1d (Fig. 2) for holding the top plate placed on an upper surface 
thereof, the underframe 1d (Fig. 2) having an outer peripheral edge confronting an 
upper surface of the kitchen counter. Schultheis et al. does not disclose a decorative 
panel for covering an upper portion of an outer peripheral edge of the top plate; wherein 
the decorative panel has an inwardly bent portion that has been formed by bending an 
outer peripheral edge portion of the decorative panel inwardly toward a lower surface of 
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the underframe to hold the outer peripheral edge of the underframe. However, Steiner 
et al. discloses a decorative panel 3 (Fig.1) for covering an upper portion of an outer 
peripheral edge of the top plate 7 (Fig. 1); wherein the decorative panel 3 (Fig. 1) has 
an inwardly bent portion 1 1 (Fig. 1 ) that has been formed by bending an outer 
peripheral edge portion of the decorative panel inwardly toward a lower surface of the 
underframe 5 (Fig. 1 ) to hold the outer peripheral edge of the underframe. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to utilize in Schultheis et al., a decorative panel for covering an upper portion of 
an outer peripheral edge of the top plate; wherein the decorative panel has an inwardly 
bent portion that has been formed by bending an outer peripheral edge portion of the 
decorative panel inwardly toward a lower surface of the underframe to hold the outer 
peripheral edge of the underframe, as taught by Steiner et al., for the purpose of 
securing the top plate and the casing. 

4. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schultheis et al. (US Pat. 5,893,359) in view of Steiner et al. (US Pat. 6,207,934) and 
further view of Stedron etal. (US Pat. 6,175,102). 

5. Schultheis/Steiner discloses substantially all features of the claimed invention as 
set forth above except at least a portion of the inwardly bent portion is sandwiched 
between the outer peripheral edge of the underframe and the upper surface of the 
kitchen counter such that part or all of a total weight of the main body is applied to the at 
least the portion of the inwardly bent portion that is sandwiched between the outer 
peripheral edge of the underframe and the upper surface of the kitchen counter. 
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Stedron et al. discloses at least a portion of the inwardly bent portion 32 (Fig. 2) is 
sandwiched between the outer peripheral edge of the underframe 42 (Fig. 2) and the 
upper surface of the kitchen counter 1 0 (Fig. 1 ) such that part or all of a total weight of 
the main body is applied to the at least the portion of the inwardly bent portion (at 34 
Fig. 2) that is sandwiched between the outer peripheral edge of the underframe and the 
upper surface of the kitchen counter 1 0 (Fig. 1 ). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to utilize in 
Schultheis/Steiner, at least a portion of the inwardly bent portion is sandwiched between 
the outer peripheral edge of the underframe and the upper surface of the kitchen 
counter such that part or all of a total weight of the main body is applied to the at least 
the portion of the inwardly bent portion that is sandwiched between the outer peripheral 
edge of the underframe and the upper surface of the kitchen counter, as taught by 
Stedron et al., for the purpose of securing the built-in cook top to the opening of the 
kitchen counter top. 

6. Claims 7 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schultheis et al. (US Pat. 5,893,359) in view of Steiner et al. (US Pat. 6,207,934) and 
further view of Shute (US Pat. 5,640,947). 

7. Schultheis/Steiner discloses substantially all features of the claimed invention as 
set forth above including Schultheis an upper surface 4 (Fig. 1) on which the built-in 
cooking appliance 1 (Fig. 1) is placed and Steiner a lower surface of the inwardly bent 
portion 1 1 (Fig. 1 ) of the decorative panel 3 (Fig. 1 ) is held in contact with the upper 
surface except a stepped portion formed around the opening so as to be lower than the 
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upper surface; wherein a predetermined clearance is provided between a lower surface 
of the underframe and the upper surface of the stepped portion. Shute discloses a 
stepped portion 100 (Fig. 2) formed around the opening so as to be lower than the 
upper surface 20 (Fig. 2); wherein a predetermined clearance is provided between a 
lower surface of the underframe and the upper surface of the stepped portion. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to utilize in Schultheis/Steiner, a stepped portion formed around the opening so 
as to be lower than the upper surface; wherein a predetermined clearance is provided 
between a lower surface of the underframe and the upper surface of the stepped 
portion, as taught by Shute, for the purpose of mounting metal plate frame of the built-in 
cook top to the kitchen counter. 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Taplan et al. (US Pat. 5,429,1 14) discloses a cooktop unit for 
mounting in a frame structure or a cutout. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUNG NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571)270- 
7828. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9M-6PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tu Hoang can be reached on (571)272-4780. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/HUNG NGUYEN/ /QuangTVan/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3742 Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3742 
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